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To his highly Efteemed Fz1yn, 
Mr. P. W. MERCHANT 
” Dear Sir, 
peared as ſurpriſing to me, as perhaps Dr. Sh--.'s 
late Reaſons for his late Compliance did to the 
der, I think I need make no Excuſe, ſince you well enough 
know my Circumſtances, and therefore will not inter- 
ing in the Reſpe& I owe you: Neither had you, Sir, re- 
ccivd an Anſwer ſo ſpeedy as now it is, had net a wel- 
tion from the hurrying Fatigue of Buſineſs, and an Op- 
portunity to ſhew you (by my readineſs to comply with 
how great a Senſe I have of your frequent and accu- 
ſtonrd. Favors, 


I N 
 FewdaysſinceI received your Letter, which ap- 
A World; that you no ſooner received my Rejoin- 
pret my ſilence, either to Neglect, or believe me want- 
come Holiday arriv'd, which at once gave me a Relaxa- 
your Commands ) how far you can Influence me,” and 
A2 The 
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The firſt part of your Letter tells me, I am imagin'd 
and thought to be the Author of an Anſwer-to Dr. $h...ch, 
under the Name of a London-Apprentice. What induc'd 
my Friends to think ſo, I know not; I believe no other 
Reaſon, but b<cauſei am oneg, which the Apthor of that 
Pamphlet, as'I am credibly mformed, whatever Name 
he put to it, was far enough from being. TI have nothing 
more to ſay in-relation to. thax; but-to-aſſure you Iam. 
ſo far from being the Author of-char Paper, that I never 
indeed yet read it; but am told by them that haye, 
that ir is chiefly made up with Perſonal Refle&tions, as 
if the Dofor has been perſuaded to this Compliance by 
his Wife's continual Solicitations. For my part, had the 
matter been really true, I ſhould induſtriouſly have a- 
voided Reproaches of that Nature ; tor 'tis even . barba- 
rous and inhumane to inſult and triumph over the Mil- 
fortunes of our fellow Creatures. Beſide I know no 
Cauſe why we ſhould believe Dr. $h. ſhould: pretend to 

ive us Reaſons for his Conformity, and yet omit Thar 
which certainly had been of more weight and moment, 
than any he has yet been pleaſed to lay down. 

The latter parr of your Letter requires my Opinion 
of the Dofor's Caſe of Allegiance due to Sovereign Powers. 
Alas, Sir, 'I have no Ambition to accept” the DoFor's 
Challenge to ſhew my Skill : but ſhall leave that Province 
to be managed by thoſe who have both more leiſure, and 
are better capacitated for fuch Undertakings, But thol de: 
ſign no Anſwer to this Reverend Gentleman, yetI cannot 
(nce a lucky Feſtival allows me a Diſpenſation from 
the attendance my Concerns at other times require.) omir 
gratifying you ſo far as to tranſcribe the few Marginal 
Notes and Obſervations I made when I read the Dottor's 
Diſcourſe; and in requital ſhall expeCt; your more ma- 


ture and corre Judgment will. ſet me right: in the Mi- 
| ſtakes 


ſtakes .an haſty and only curſory reading caus'd me to 
commir, . But before I do that,” I am. to obſerve, that the 
Dottor,, pag. 38. ſeems ro-be mightily concern'd "and ts, 
lierous. about the Preſeryation, and Security of Govern: 
ment 3 for as he ſays, Humane Societies mult. not be diſ* 
ſetved: into a Mob, or Mr. Hoh's State of Nate: As for 
the latter, I ſuppoſe he'll agree with me there's no greac 
fear 'of, for God be thanked ours is another. gueſs land 
than that. of Pzxes----Bur. for his Mob, I know not whit 
to ſay to him, for if they ſhould bur once refle&” (though 
that perhaps would be ſome. difficulty ) that chey have 
the Power, and read Dr. $h--k's Book, that where thar 
is there is the Authority of God, and all that-I am afraid 
that would quickly remove all diſputes of jure divine, 
K. de fatto, and de jure, and the reſt of that, Trade: 
Who the Defor means by his Mob, 1canhor readily ima- 
gine, perhaps all that are not in an immediate Office, 
either in Church or State, or all who have not the, Ad; 
yowlon of a good Living, or all who cannot go to the 
purchaſe of a broad-brim Hat, with a Roſe Hatband, who 
have not a Grave, Supercilious,” Philoſophick Phyl---- or 
thoſe perhaps whoſe leiſure or Education would not fut- 
fer them to read the. pretty Diſtinctions of the Maſter 
of the Sentences, and Tom ot Aquin, or the more Edifying 
Metaphyſicks of Szazer, who know not the Controverlic 
berween the Nominaliſts and Realiſts, or thoſe it's likely 
who cannot prevail with themſelves to believe the Gro- 
ſticks did all rhofe paw things St. Auguſtin, Epiphanins, 
and the ( reputed) Arrian Euſebius are pleaſed to relate 
of them ; whether he eſteems theſe Mob or no, I cannor 
determine, or whether thoſe who ate not able to tell 
ws the advantage we receiv'd from the Refor mation, as 
to matter of Salvation, or whether thoſe who have not 


examined the agreeable Harmony between our-bleſſed” 
Reform»: 
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" *FRgformiers, Calvin, Luther, Melanchthoy, Zuinglius, Oeco- 
.* lampadins,. Muſculus,. Offender, Beza, and the Moderate 
+ Mr.. Knox. But after all, I fanſie the Door will be 
_ + inclitxd. ro_ except fome who are not ſo well yers'd in 
 "-cheſe Aﬀaits, and it may be willeſteem only che Prev 
«ces and ſuch — his Mob. But if he does, I can telf him in 
their, Name, that the Principles he has laid arc*no ways 
-diſcouraging, but rather incenſe and prompt them on 
tg exceed. the bounds the Government has ſer them. 
- "When I bad perugd' fo far in the Doftor's Book as to. 
calle what he drove at, I reflefted upon what I had 
ſometime read of the brave aricient Grecians (eſpecially 
the Lacedemonians) what great Care they rook in the 
Edycarion of their Touth, by imbuing 'em with carly. No- 
ions of, Good and*Evil,, deterring 'em from the Com: 


. 


5 
pliance with the latter, as much as they exhorted, and en- 
couraged them to the purſuance of the former. Such a 
Book as the DoGtor's had been eſteemed Libellus famoſws 
indeed, but in the Senſe I'm afraid the Civil Law puts 
ypon it, _ Had he- told 'em that they were not obliged 
to, an Obſtinate Allegiance to their Rightful Prince, or a 
rigorous Obſervation of the Laws of their Country; bur 
if a proſperous Ulurper came'and poſſeſſed. the Throne, 
they. might ſafely ſwear Allegiance to him, becauſe their 
Almighty. Fove, (who is the natural Lord of the World 
becauſe he made. it ) had diſpoſed of the Sovereignty to 
him : ( Minutizs Felix, that eloquent Apologiſt for Chri- 
Nlianity, teſtifies, the Heathens had. the ſame Opinion of 
the Omnipotency of Jupiter, as we have of the true God.) 
This, I fay, had been-hopeful DoQrine to debauch their 
Youth, and make *em break out into thoſe Exorbitancies 
their juvenile Years make 'em too prone to. BurlT for: 
bear any longer Proem to ſo. ſmall. a Letter as 1 deſign 


you 3 
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(779); 
you; and therefore ſhall now let, you know, we may 
ferv'd\/in che; Doctor's Preface. - 

The ilcarned Door 1in-the firſt place aflices w us,: 
tho-be refuſed to. take! phe Oaths, yet he never eugage 
in"any Faition againſt it, Tam he to ſuppoſe, rhat the - 
Reaſon why, he did not comply, was, leſt he ſhould be 
perjur'd if hg did ; and by a aeceſlary e from 
this, he mu ſuppoſe that they who ?hey cook the Oaths 
were -perjur'd; for tis nar fufficient to. fa uy that ,they 
did not believe ir: Perjury to do it, and that they Fd 
it with a clear Conſcience ; this-is not enouph ro fay ;. 
for at this rate we quite overthrow the very Notions of. 
Good and Evil in the Abſtra&, when it is to depend upon. 
the whimſical and fanraſtick Opinion of humorſom Per- 


lors. Cum fas atque nefas exiguo fine libidinuns 
Diſcernunt avidi 


Bur if:the Dr. eſteemed it iPerjury, I wonder he ſhould 
boaſt he never engaged in any Fattion-againſt.the taking theſe 
Oaths: As to; his buſineſs of a Faftion I know not what 
to ſay; but had I'been a Divine, _ had thought ha 
New Oaths irreconcileable with my. former  OBl; -. .F 
ſhould bave beieved it my Duty both to Gr and bis 
Church, as well asCharity. ;* +9y Brethren, to have cn- 
deavouretd all that in ame lay to made 'em ſenſible of 
che great danger they-axpos'd' their precious | Souls to, by. 
ſauchia ſinful Compliance; | Bur the cautclous Doctor, ut 
ſeems, would: nor; i#'8 Fation thoir takil 
that che \Oaths, nay ſo far from that, rhar he,c'en.wiſh'd 
cial] bave done ai they tid, Now am I a Rogue, if-F-can 
for my Life reconcile -this tothe DoQtor's Reputation; for- 
if he means (as to be ſure he'll fay ) that he wiſhed it 
had:nor been a Sin-to comply ; it argues, he had rather 
God Almighty had \made thoſe things only Sins wow 
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in FP rs Wi # hid! nor beeniy 
ple otherwiſe perhps- it NE be agreeable 
ty Conftiturion, and my-now blooming Age 
| $36 jomp pt-me to ſuch kind Extravagan- 
he'Prayed'( before?) for King William 
Oueek Mary; but, as Te tero an Honorable Gen- 
leman of m Acquaintance, he did -not rake that to be 
a\Recogyition of their Right and 7itle; for, as he told the 
Gents in the fame Letter, he took care to Pray for 


-'nothing that Wis injurious to the Rightful Prince. I for- 


bear to trinferibe any- more of 'that Letter, becauſe-ir 
will fill up/coo, much. of my own, but promiſe you a 
ſight of ir 3: nb you pleaſe to' command it. The 
* an from whoſe, Hands I receiv'd it; need, I'm 
mike go o Excuſe for his communicating. it. tome, 
"that" _ow -Watiting in the Do@or which 
oight'ts be'the Baſ is of all Friendſhip, and was chen 
whe Ciuſe of his.  * 
vp 3 -þ Krvear 


wonderful-and' amazing to. me, that 
he Chureh: of Evglavd,-in a Point of fo 
tence," ſhould. be no, 'where 

und for fo many Years laſt paſt3 bur in'the Works of 
Me Fenkins, Goodwin,” Aſchitm, and the'reſt of that Tribe. 
Tr"tnay. be. there are _more' Manuſcript Canons {till ar 
(Lanifeth; if 1 oo -be; the Do@or would: do well to-uſe 
his" Intereft'with Dr. Sharp forthe! Low wary. ome; ; for 
the Lairy have gtcat” rexth to+ be" :and \.take 
Scandal at this Jealing of rhe ':Clergy with them, - ro 
ke 'em ignorant. of the Dodtrine 1 the 'Church' of 


Pg for fourſcore 'Years rogether.” 'But-after: all, 1 


y no micahs conceive that Biſhop Overal's Book will 
admit 
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admit ſuch an Interpretation as the Doftor ,puts. upon 
' itz for when he fays a thorough Settlement, 'ris preſum'd, 
in all probability, that the meaning of the Convocation 
Gentlemen was, That when there was no longer a Pre- 
tenſion or /zgal Claim made, or when the Law. of Nati- 
ons interprets a Reſignation ; as when the States of Hot. 
land made their DeteQtion from Philip II. of Spain. The 
ſending them Ambaſſadors, and acknowledging them Free 
States, did acquit them from any further Obligation to 
that Crown. 

The DoCtor , near the latter end of his Preface, re- 
cants his former Opinion, how in- the xiii. of the Rowaxs 
he before fuppoſed that the Powers there were limited 
to legal Powers; but then he did not know the Do- 
Arine of the Church of Exg/avd (in that Point ) but is 
better informed fince, and now ſays, this Powers of the 
' Apoſtle muſt be interpreted Thorough Setled Powers : but 
I cannot imagine why he'd make the meaning of the 
Apeſtle ſo, any more than /egal; for he ſays barely 
Powers. Now if we are to underſtand it in the verbal 
meaning of the Words, we are to comply with the' Su- 
pream Authority, let Jack Straw take upon him the excr- 
ciſe of it, or Sir Jabs Falceſtaff, or Ket the noble Tanner of 
Norwich. We are not to ſay to Mortamer, you have indeed 

ot Londoy, or ſo, — bur you ſhall firſt be rhoroughly ſetled 
Lalork we'll ſwear Allegiance; for the Apoſtle, Romans xiii. 
ſuppoſes, when he ſpeaks only plain Powers, thoroughly 
ſetled Powers, Now if we are to ſuſpend our Aflent 
and Conformity to-a Government till a thorough Settlement 
be effefted,. rhe'DoQor extreamly reflets upon bis Gra- 
cious Majeſty, and the Wiſdom of the Nation, for obli- 
ping all when demanded” ro ſwear Allegiance under, a 
Penalty, when it was their Duty not to comply till a 
thorough Settlement Was made, which for certain was nor, 
, 7: Accor» 


according to his Definition, till the Vitory ot the _ WE. 
But they, I ft , went upon other Meaſures , they 
did not underſtand the DeQrine' of the Church of; Zy- 
DD TT_—- 9 
The Dodtor need not have told us he did not think. 1t 
worth his while to write” a Bock, to gratifie a meer Curio- 
ſity; for the World is well enough convinced he. had a 
more tempting Occafion than: that to. invite him. to'r, 
But nothing more encreafes my Admiration than, that 
Reaſon of  Þ Do&tors - which prevailed with him more. 
than all the reft, viz. to prevent the ſcandalous Reproach- 
es profane Perſons laid upon Religion, when the Hypo- 
theſis he has laid down for Government incite them to'r, 
and the Alteration almoſt every Reign makes of Reli. 
gion, This will certainly make People leſs attentive to- 
the Pulpit, when for ought they know, it may be falle, 
and the Parſon himſelf within a few Years recant: what 
he had before preached ; ſo that it will not only be. their 
t tb learn; bur as difficult a Task' to. forget. and un- 
That dpain What had coft them ſo much a Quarter to be 
raught. When Relipion, Tſay, labors under all theſe Dit- 
ficvlties, that-eyen a Doftor of the Faculty, an Emi: 
nent, Learned, and reputed Pious Man, cannot fatisfie a 
Caſe of Conſcience, upon which the Peace of Mankind 
depends, under two Years time, nay, and had -not then 
(notwithſtanding his heartily Praying to God, had not 
Biſhop Overal's Conyocation-Book came out {/ out of 
which he learned the Do@trine of the Church of En- 
gland; for, all his Life before he had been ignorant of 
t; and if he was, we ate to ſuppoſe. the. whole Body 
of the Clergy were ſo too, except a few who were ad- 
mitred'to-ſee it in Manuſcript. Alas! 'tis a good way: 
to keep Religion as a Stock againſt a rainy Day, and 
then ler ir come our. with an mprimatur. Dr. eTPP 
, ud : A 


(#1) 
had infallibly forfeited his Miniftry if this had not been © 
taken out of bank. A little time hence it may be the 
Dodtor will find out another Doctrine of the Church of 
England, and ſet it forth with Scripture and Reaſon, and 
tell the World, that he never was more fincere in his whole 
Life; and that it's no wonder that Diſcoveries are made 
of this nature; for he is not aſhamed to own himſelf ftill a 
Learner.. But I've that reſpe& tor the Door, as to wiſh 
he may learn-to recant this pernicious Principle; a Prin- 
ciple, which if other Clergymen held, it would be a great 
Encouragement to the Laity to negle& no Opportunity 
to blacken 'em as Mer of no Faith nor Religzon themſelves, 
but make a great noiſe about it to ſerve their own Intereſts. 

The Doctor is very loth the Credit of Religion ſhould 
be ſupported only by ſome few Men who have nor ta- 
ken the Oaths ; and yet, tho he knows many of theſe few 
Men to be ou get and excellent Perſons, yet certain- 
ly the weight. of a Church and Religion muſt be onus 
zmpar humeris to them, and therefore has- found out a 
ſurer bottom to ſuſtain this mighty Burthen, even his 
own dear ſelf, For I have nor fo ill an Opinion yet of 
our Clergy, as to ſappoſe any of 'em of. his new Prin- 
ciples of the Church of Eng/avd; and therefore he muſt 
be its only Prop and Support. Wh 

Ar length the Door has thought it neceſlary. to con- 
vince all ſober Chriſtians that they may ſwear Allegiance to 
King William aud Queen Mary without Perjury. That, 
to be ſure, may eaſily be provd; but the Do@&or has 
ſo good a knack ar _ of things, that when his hand 
was in, he cond: if _y - a mind to'r, have joe 
that they of Naples might have ſwore Allegiance to Maſha- 
mello Ky > no for while he had the —— (and thar 
he had ſome days) he had God's Authority ; and 'twas 
a baſe buſineſs to rob a Man of God's Authority; for that 
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| (12) 
beirip from Heaven, was of more value than any earthly 
Commodity. Burt if he had God's Authority before, the 
Vice-Roy of Naples had God's Authority to plunder him 
of it: and 'tis no matter 'how abſurd and incongruous 
theſe things be; for 'tis but faying they are Dificulties 
of Providence ; as the DoCtor does pag. 32. and there's an 
End. Art the laſt part of his Preface I admire he ſhould 
lay ſo extreamly open, and forget himſelf fo much, when 
he takes occaſion to deny his former Notion of Power, 
and that he's now of Opinion, Saint Pau! never thoughr 
of Legal Powers there; tho afterwards his then Notion 
was true cnough'as to the Caſe he had then in his Eye, 
viz, the Uſurpation with which, pag. 46. he ſays Peo- 
ple might have complied if his Prixciples be true. Now 
if a thing be both true and falſe at the ſame time, we 
are to learn of the Doftor new Logick as well as new 
Drvumty. 

: Pag. 1. The Doctor begins his Book with ſaying 'cis 
unfit to diſpute the Right of Princes; and*that mhich no 
Government can permit to be a Queſtion among their $ub- 
jefs. The Doctor had before been acquainted with the 
Mildneſs of the Government, and I ſuppoſe that em- 
boldened him to indulge himſelf fo great a Privilege 
in diſputing the Right of K. W. and Q. M:. and con- 
demning all who were concern'd in 'the bringing of 
them to Vindicate and Redeem us from Popery, Slavery, 
and Arbitrary Power, &c. This will encourage illnatur'd 
Perſons to diſpute their Right likewiſe, and expect the 
ſame Lenity and Uſage. SE 

Pas. 2. The DoGtor finds Fault with the Law of the 
Fw, as a dark Labyrinth out of which Men can hardly 
find their way again. And therefore we are not to ſquare 
and order the Meaſures of our Obedience by thar, bur 
according to. Providence, which the /DoCtor underſtands 


much 


(#3) 
much- better, and ſo 'cis 'no matter for this ſame dark 
abyrinth Law; we have at length found out a berter 
thing to truſt to, and will now quote Providence in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, and ſay Poſſeſſion gives right, becauſe Pro. 
vidence is_always on the winning fide, and takes part 
with the Poſſeſſor.. Bur after all the Door allows ſome 
difficulties in Providence too, which he can't ſolve, bur 
berwixt both we ſhall do well enough, for when we are 
in a Labyrinth in Law, and can hardly pget/ out, we'll 
even take Providence tor our Guide, and when we are 
puzzled with -the difficulties of that, we'll follow Law 3 
ſo the duce is in it if we can't make a ſhift to rub on 
when we have two ſuch ſtrings to our Bow, as Law and 
Providence. 

The Doftor ſpends many pages to prove-all Power from 
God, which Labor he might well enough have ſuperceed- 
ed, for none will deny all Power to be from him. But 
the queſtion is whether God Almighty does not ſuffer na- 
rural Cauſes to keep their Current, and aft according to 
their, particular Qualities,- and not ſo extraordinarily in- 
reryene in the erecting of Goyernors, as to ſtrangle ſecond 
Cauſes, and inyalide humane acts. 

At this rate, Richard III. had God's Authority, and 
his Perſon and Office as ſacred and inviolable as his Ne-. 
 phew Edward V. whom he barbarouſly murthered, and 
if we cannot ſay God is a more attive and efficacious: 
Cauſe in the one than in the other, we are to be very 
cautious how we impute to God that which is Man's, as 
to Man that which is Gods. 

I muft confeſs my ſelf ſtartled at what the Do&or 
fays-pag. 26. That though Providence ſets up King, and: 
removes Kings, yet it alters no Legal Rights, *nor torbids 
thoſe who are diſpoſſeſſed to recover their Right when- 
they can. | 


It- 


SN ne am ee eee en i ee ere lee II SL IE "2 


ct—wartucas es a bi oe PESOS -- 


Pax. 3. 


: Jr may be, the Dedfor,.confulted his jawerd Priveiple 


of Seff-Prefervation, and. not. knowing, but \Providence 
might bring inthe L, K.,tor tha ;Punithment-of our Sins. 
He could tell him fatcly, enough; he did #. H/little goods 
and therefore he nacd-aot; be very. angry with him, for 
he allowed bim tocontend for his Legal Ripht, and het he 
never diſputed. - -; | | od: 44s 

But I wonder the Doffor ſhould allow this ( except 
for the Reaſon above-mentioned )-for all Humane Chaim 
ought to give way to the Authority of God. For if 
God placed the Uſurper in the Thrown of the Lawful 
King, he that endeavors the Expulfion of this ſame Uſur- 
per does perfeHly Ocougryar, Rebe againſt God ; For Gods 
Providence has a Superior Right to all Flumane Rights, 
pag. 2/7. For that has no Title againſt God if he pleaſe to 
Advance another Prince. 

Beſides he gives to both a right to War for the ſame 
thing, For if he that has only a Legal Right may fighe for 
the. Sovereignty, he certainly that has God's Authority 
may. ſtrive co diſable this ſame Legal: Gentleman from 
giving him Diſturbance or Moleſtation in the Throne, God 
Almighty was ſo kind to beſtow upon him, though-he 
had no Right toit, In vain' Honeſt Z7ugo might talk of 


a 


Jus Belli ac pacis, our Reverend Doftor could have told 


him that 7iwo Perſons might.'haye a Right ro for the 
ſame thing, one that had a Legal Right, mighe againſt 
God Almighty's King for his Dominion, and God Al- 
mighty's Xing might fight againſt the Lega/; to keep tho 
Kingdom from him. | " 03 

The next pop the Dofor fays the Duty of Subje&ts 
as ſuch is ro Obey their Prince, Ge. To' which I reply, 
That when we take an Oath of Fealcy and Allegiance to 
defend, maintain, his Perſon, Crown, and Dignity, &c. 
We do not ſay it you are a good King, and be rul'd 
and do as we would have you 3 well Obey you or ſo; 
but 
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legiance to hi it-.15£0 coptinye, Ot nly g 
'S Behaviour, I k-2: ſay are the Judg mh 
* my part, I cannot with 2 Ls 3m > as the 


/ Door does, that it is exough inConſtience patiently to bear 
| @ bad Prince, bur ſhould clicem,it. my Duty,. and the Qb- 
ligation of, Bars eo TT (as. far "Is am able.) 
rate&, chaugh-a bad. one,, But the wary Doi 
ark, = C % _ Gs altered, and 1s not ſo ſure be jþ £ 
' Alas! he has more regard to his. 2#ward Fneipke again. 
Though pag. 36. he ſays, That God, having gruen. them, 4 
Sovereign Authority, they are Naa 7ay. is Miniſters, 
and unaccountable to their Subjefts : And, pag, 43. he 
ſays, Subjefts muſt Reverence God's Authority in the Prence 
- Poſſe Mo ſubmit to him without Reſiſtance, though 
ay Ce FT/A 
Aline farther, the Dettor favs, when Pcople. have. F 
good 'tis both: their Duty and Intereſt ta defend him; 
— = 4 ule, inſinuating -C.\ tþ beſide Duty adding 
Intereſt, as-if it. were not every Chriſtians. (RY to do 
his Duty, but I ſuppoſe he meant Noopy Iatereſt; and 
fa be thought, would  Influegce orher, People,: a; per; 
haps, it had. himſelf, and therefore ſed, it.-20. captivate. 
and allure them-the more teadily to embrace and comp mply 
with his. Notion, which” he:ſays, if xot true, yet Subj 
have great reaſon to wiſh ſo. For my... part,.I. am, as, far 
from. w1 bis Notion, to. be true, as; I would.” be, rp 
with the. De uttion of Mankind, | 
I wonder much the Learned Dotor ſhould aſſert that our 
Obedience is to be limited by the Law of the: Land, when. 
his God's Authority King, according to. a: true Inference 
from his Argument, ought to be Obeycd in all things, 
which: 


To) 


the Will of God, how fo eyer-contrary they are to the 
Conſtitutions and Law of the Land, unleſs he makes 
the Laws of the Land ſuperior to the King, and if fo, 
we come again to an Humane Authority, and leaveGod 
Almighty's Authority in the Lurch. _ #<1 
The very next page, He ſays, 'tis very reaſonble' fo 
venture Lives and Fortunes to preſerve the King's Perfon, 
and Government, while he is in Poſſeſſion. He ſhould'have 
told us what King he meant, whether a good King only 
or a bad one too, for pag. 27. He'fays, if he be a bad 
one, ( People won't venture'Lives and Fortunes for him) 
but moſt will ſay in their Hearts, Let him go if he cannot 
defend himſelf, and to Obey a Prince, and fight for bim 
are two things, © _ pts, nf 
He' ſays, when we Swear to defend - or maintain our 
Prince, "tis to join with oar fellow Subjefts in the defence 


of his Perſon and Crown, &c. and theretore ſuppoſes, that: 


when the greater part of'the Nation abſolye, themnſelyes 
from theſe Oaths, 'and depoſe their King, &c.' the Obli- 
gation ceaſes with the leſſer part to endeavor the Reſtay- 
ration of their Prince. Bur I think it much more rea- 
fonable to ſuppoſe the Intent of this Oath was that we uſe 
thoſe Methods as feryve moſt, and improve the Intereſt of 
our Prince, for whoſe —_— we Swear, and our Oath 
is not to join our fellow Subjefts, ( as the Dofor imagines) 


bur we are to dire&t our Adtions, ſo as they may moſt 
advance our [Prince's Safety and Intereſt, and be expetii- 
ent,”to the'end we are to aim'at, viz. a juſt diſchirge 
of our Duty : For if we are'to 'follow"the Majtity,'t 
' fear the Dottor would hardly have lent Afiſtance to 
Charles 1. at Worceſter, but ſtood to, ſee what God- Al- 
mighty's Providence would do in the-matrer; * 


"FAT! 


The 


which are not immediately contrary, and repugnant to 


-F 


Lol 


(19, ): 


Non-refi and Paſſive: 


E the Doftrin e of Obedience and Submil 
Vi Pf HF t wiſh he had explained himſelf a little 
more clearly, for I believe few People will be aþle to 


dedicnce, 


diſcern the iffercnce ; neicher I believe will his diſtin- 


iv» Fg 


a his Authority, 
the Robber has hel as well as the oor, and che dif. 
ference betwixt them can' only be, that one is perhaps a 
by T hief chan .the FW As. to, What . the .Dofor 
s. of bop and 1 cannot ſes how the Syb- , 
of Athaliah mus 96h ſe and murther her juſtly, 

norwkh anding the 24/31 deſignation of the Sons of 
David, for ſhe” was thoroughly ſerled ſure, in fix years 


_ time, and be Ws $ AT as. ought” to be Obey'd ; For 


pointed, there was no. riew 
yo pe fri atiqn to depoſe ap Jeftroy her. 


n to Go- 


vc ag rn to ks a Diſtintion . ——_ Pag. 34. - | 


Pap. 35. 


It would. WES 12h one ſmile tor Gaſider the Dofor's Hy- Pax. 39- 


potheſis,: and yer hear him commend Loyalty for a wry 
great Virtue, by =: if his Principles be true, ob .cati be no 
B00 2 Virrue, than Folly EL 


quently contrad 
rinc NN, 00 gn . Thar obliges to re- 
kat A lawful Fi ed nes on his Jhrons, To venture 
ortunes,mn tne rice of our gi tful Saverci 
Van even for « ONCE. ave Ir our. 7 the Ge. 
Virtues; and {eta diſpo! rince reſeat  hing- 
1t, he can, or perſuade Proyidence: to, Uo it for him. 
Yany honorable : Qparlemen, and the Reverend Dr. How?! 
were very. unfortunate, bg, they did not undgriia 
MeGb Fajance fue to $0 CncrrgA Powers.aud 


— 


ww 


Frapheys nb yh [* 


their 


>... - P 


1 | " 13 
ah * Cinati Alle ante, and the fimple Yr rrmne,. Bog 
| hl their Lives and; Fottumes.” | | 
ey, God knows, little dreamr they m x. Hip 
plied with the unjuſt Supreme Powe Twas 
their Duty to ſwear Allegiance to them for the Preſrva 
tion of civil Society, pag, 41. Had Dr. Sh--- lived then, 
Pap. a4. NE could have rold them, 'that,there was no. !rue Princi- 
bn ple coald oblige honeſt Men at any time" t0. "Yazh 'd their 
Lives, Elates, Gre. 'im Oppoſition to 4 Government : "Nay ay, 
I don't queſtion but the Doftor would foon' comply, i 
Providence ſhould bring it about, and the Z.'#. by th 
Power of Frag ary ſome other way, as Providence ould 
order "it, ſhould ige K. WW. to. retire 'to! evnſulte his 
As, Yd ſet hi ſelf in the Throtie, he. Wonld telf.us; 
we need not venture the Reſtauration of our. rightful 
'Prince, ( Which no body dare deny” = eo, 4s; ſince the 
Abdicationof the L. K. a4 all hat, true Prins 
or oblrg ed Honeſt Men to bath? OE ef, Bf Ying 
fince hey” oe fo ealily fave'th 
and ſwearing Allegiance to any G noobs 
ens, I ſhould notfay but thac) God fers ht 
Pay. 47. - The [ow enthumeratin oo Copier ig © UE 


pa jon [gel which bo; ht ave =, 
ag if they m nth wv Tg YE 

t * B3Reps" a»d PreBendaVite,; with ys % 
a * the hes 1h had Living 7+ of an 


Eat 'watie;"1 
were n6t turned our fog Few che Do&rine 
hurch'of England for chi | 
< | nin ers;* 
Ws Dota hrs GY "(ofit Wren 

E ne © rch ot Zn ». Or It certainly | 
either was not tlis Doltne on he Fr Englant, or 


| Were turn'd ourfor” t 
| NN Conventibn 


Pag. 30. The Doffor is talk Ky 
tb diſpoſe of the L. K's. Crown; why he may as well 
pre- 


FS 


as, 
s Pd 
A _ 


proves to-find a Man to take up Mr. Dymwmact's Gaunt- 
et at a Coronation, as. to think any one dare queſtion 
the Authority of that Convention to transfer the Crown 
tg- our gracious K. W. 


- He comes to his de fo. and de jure buſineſs, but if a par: 54. 


King de fatto be to be Obeyed, it is hard to call thoſe 
Gentlemen, that were in Arms in 7reland, Rebels, and 
make them -forfeit. their Eſtates as ſuch, eſpecially if the 
Att of 11 #7. 7. be of any force and validity. 

The reſt of his Book is a fort of an Anſwer to a late 
Diſcourſe of Allegiance 3 the Learned Author: has a fair 
Challenge from the Do#or, and as he ſees fit _y make 
a reply. I have here Sir, ſent you the few Obſerva- 
tions I made upon the Margin of my Book, and I will 
take my leave of him, witha Verſe out of a better Ca- 
fuiſt in this matter than he 3 the Heathen Ovid, 


Careat Succeſſibus opto : 
Quiſquis ab event fatla notanda putat. 


5 


I bave only to Apologize to you, that you receive not 
theſe Remarks better digeſted, and reduced into as exatt 
a Method as I could wiſh they were in, but my other 
Affairs would not diſpenſe me leiſure ſufficient for a thing 
of that nature; you know well enough I have ſome- 
what elſe to do than trouble my Head with Pamphlets; 
but this Diſcourſe of Dr. Sþ--.'s making ſo great. a Noiſe 
invited me to ſpend a leifure hour or two. upon it:- To- 
tell you in a Word my Thoughts, I never met with any 
thing more directly "contrary to the DoGtrine of the 
Church of England in my lite as this Notion of the Do- 
for's; the worſt Notion of Baxter, Owen, and the Diſ. 
ſenting Crew. You may ſee in Dr. Na//on's ColleQions 
the Canons of Forty; and Fhave by me a Gazette No. 1845. 
July 2.& 1633. containing _ Decree of the ——_— 
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of Oxon. in Cahodara, Ke drawn"up vpake: Learned 


Dr. Jane, where amongſt other Mei Do@rines, t 
9 this of og, ered ton the Tenth ” 


rang Fea declare it to be Td foal 


Seventh,a and imp pm pn 6-5 
famaus iſtian Religion, and deftrudtive 
#8 ment i n Church and Sears. 'Tis very hardheſe DO 
P of Oxford ſhould not only be ignorant of this DeG@rine 
| of the Chugch of England, but even condemn the Books 
-Which contain'd this Dodrine to be publickly burnt, 
-and forbid all the Students wpon pain 'of Expalften to 
Read them ; I know not how re of their Students 
have Read Dr. $h---'s Book, or, whether that Univerſity 
have been ſatisfied ſince with the Dofrine they former- 
; - condemn'd. * They'd do well to let the World know 
ir Minds, it would, .I am ure, vindicate Religion-and 
= Eſtimation due to' that Univerſity. - 1 have, at the 
end of this-Letter, exatHy tranſcrib'd their Decree from- 
the Gazette becauſe 'tis now ſomewhat difficule to ob- 
rain. I think it now high rime to take my leave of: 
you, Tl! ofily tell you that I' permit you to communi- 
cate this Epiſtle to any. of my Friends, and ſubmir. it - 


to your Judgment. 


T am, 
Se. Paul's Church. ear Szr Tour VEerVY- 
Tard. Novo 17. Dear Sir, "J 
1690, - 


Aﬀetionate Friend and 
Obliged Humble Servant, 


mM . CELIIPE 
UII SOFTKTP:T.. > 
TR Preſume before now, even the Dofor's-Admi- 
KL rxurers aveconvinc'd-of [the Abfurdity of his 
caſons, and T1 lay my Life on't, he will have 
recourſe - his laſt __ to the old Baxterian Cant, 
and gravely Appeal from the injurions and uncha- 
ritabſe Centres of a ruſtaken Words w the Laſt 
Joc ment; and therefore if at any time ( it may 
Nis ſix Months ) . you have a Curioſity to hear 
ſuch Doomſday-Arguments, (as will equally ſerve 
40 jultific any Caule or Principle whatever) . you'll 
hardly, Lbelieve, be diſappornted, if you can ger 
room * in St. Botolph's Billings-Gate, or St. Dunſtan's - 
in. Fleet-ſtreet.” * LARS 


| THE - 4:5 
JUDGMENT and DECREE 

OF THE Ks 
- Unwerlity of OXFOR 


Paſt in their CONVOCATLON, | 
Tuly 21. 168 3. 


eApainft certain pernicious Books, and BOY 


os 


nable Dottrines, deſirutive to the Sacred 
Perſons of, Princes, their State and (Go- 
vernment, and of all Human Society. = 


Ltho the barbarous Aſſaflination lately enter- 
priſed againſt the Perſon of His Sacred Majeſty, 

and His Royal Brother, engage all ou® Thoughts 
to refle&t with utmoſt deteſtation and abhorrence on that 
Execrable Villany, hateful ro God and Man; and pay 
our doe 'Acknowledgments to the divine Providence, 
which by extraordinary Methods brought it to p 
that the Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the 
Lord, is not taken in the Pit which was prepared for 
Him, and that under his Shadow we continue to- live 
and enjoy the Bleſſings of his Government ; yer notwith- 
{tinding we find it to be a necelfary Duty at this-time 

| | ts 


P(2'> \ 


ro fncch þ into, and lay open, thoſe impious Doftrines; 
. which having of late been;ſtudiouſly diſſeminated, gaye 
Riſe and Growth to theſe Nefarious Attempts, and paſs LY 
Era them our np 24. war ogenca and Decree of i 

emnation. 

| . "Therefore to the Honor of che Holy and Undivided 

Trifiry ,\ the Preſervation - of--Catholicks Truth in the 
Chur and that rhe King's: Majeſty. may':be ſecured- 
both from the Attempts © - pi bloody. Enemies, and 
Machinations of Treacherous Hereticks = Schiſmaticks ; 
We the Vice-Chancellor , DoCttors, Proctors , and Ma- 
ſters Regent and Not Ro mer in Conyocation, in 
the accuſtomed Manner, : Time," and Place, on: Saturday 
the One and Twentieth day of Fuly, in the Year One- 
thouſand ' ſix hundred eighty three, concer certain: 
Propoſitions contained in :divers Books and Writings, 
publiſhed'in the 5% ay and alſo the Latin Tongue, re- 
pugnant to the Holy Scriptures, Decrees of "Councils, 
Writings of rhe Fathers, the! Faith and Profeſſion of the 
Primitive Church z and alſo deſtrutve of the Kingly 
Government, the Safery of his: Majeſty's Perſon, .the pub- 
lick Peace; the Laws of Nature;; and-Bonds of Humane 
Society; by our\: ananimous:: Aﬀdnt/land Conſent; haye- 
monly "inc dodtrivlined: 40. Kaongs:had One ne 


The Firſt PROPOSITION. 
L'L_ Civil Authority is derived Ovighally from the: W 
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> Thorp Wa nal i racit' or expreſs between. 

a Prince and his Subjefts; rom te he..petform nar. 
the 


hig Pury, they: arc diſcharged from theirs. 
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COOL LL OOF aow.. 
otherwiſe than by the Laws cf God and Man VFX ohe- 
, ro do, 'they forſcir' rhe Righe they! had unto heig, Gc 

verament:' Lek Rex. Baichation at - jure Regnic! 1 


— 


churra” Tyrdunos:'1 Religriline | add) Is! de Pon 
_ Goodwin ;\Bexten, mga 4 F 0 ont | 7 
* TheFourch. 51 = = G 


p! þ- 39! | wir 


4 \ The PERLA lof;Bngland i is-in.ithe Three 

3 - vs; King,” Lords, and Commons. - 'Tbe King has, but.a 
co-ordinate Pe: and. may be-over-ruled by the other 
. "Two. Lex Rex. Hanton F a limited and mixed Maner: | 
ay = H. C. Page Careeh. /\\i\\ 
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"Birclirig he and Proxituiry of Blood ive no > Titla 20 


Rule or: Government; and is bene 


_ Jalan the roi Mens rind 


DIE HO Yiik j LING it &, 697 1% 42 ct © prod li þ 236 o 
Ic is lawful for Subjets 
e, 10 en- 


againſt the Command of ce 
=) into Leagues _— ociations, mir vr 
of- Prone ren and their: Religion.” |Salems oLqages: Fd 


Covenanti:\ Late ries ; 12-1 {du? ex bis” 92077 $ 
Hos mA bogwelieb 212 Yor Put] ai 
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Self-preſervation is the fandamental .Law of SM 
and prefer the Obliga tion 'of all others, whenſoever 


prov land in Competition with its Hobbi oe Gon We 


TA 
| The Eighth, 


The FRO ob the Goſpel con 
ing of Inyurics, is not.in nc with violene rcfiſting'of 
=” Higher Powers in caſe of Perſecution for Religion: 
Lex Rex, Julian Apoſtate. Apelag. —_—_ | 


The Ninth. 


DEn——— a 4 9 Ae. 
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TWEETS Ns 
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There lies no Obligation upon Chriſtians ro Paſſivo 


Obedience, when the Prinee commands an 
the Laws of our Counry 3. and the Primi Ay; eres 


choſe rather, to die than relilt, Im, Chriſtianity was 
nor ſctled by the Laws of the Empirt.: Juba Abe" 


The Teach. . Ty 
1 BY: (1 104 f! of s 39% $1 
" Poſſeffion and th give a Righte:vo Conrd} an 
Succeſs in. a Cauſe or Enterpriſe; ptoclainis'it to-be law- 
fal and juſt; To. juſtifie, is,/ 1 to- comply with: 'che Will 
of God, becauſe it is to: follow:theContuW@'iof his Pro- 
vidence. Zobbs. Owen's Sermon before the Regitsdes' Ja! 


Quary 31. 1648. Bagter: Jentings Petition, Ot. 1651, 
'The-Bleyomh... Or 


"tm the Te jy Nature thersi is _ A bocweert 
Good and Evil, Right and m—_— the ſtate of wy is 
a ſtats 


a ſtate of War, in whidv every* Man harh a Right to all 
24016A 10 WB :21The-Twolfth,?! 19:1. Wh 
1y20tnadn 21ND 1th 10 4101355 120 N13 2220. LE 
.» \T heiForiadation. of Civil 'Authotity-is* rhis narural 
Right, which is not given, buc left ro the Supreme Ma- 
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giſtrate upon Mens entring into Societies ; and not onl 
a foreign Invader, but a domeſtick Rebel, puts, himſelf 
gin} ints:a{tate:of-iNarure, to *be proceeded apainſt, 
not..a$' a-Subjet; burrar Enemy, and conſequemly ac- 
quires, by. his; Rebellion; the fame Right over the Life of 
his Prince, as the Prince for the moſt heinous Crimes has 
over the Life of his own Subjetts, 


| The Thirteenth, 


\-Eyery.Man, -after'his entring into a Society, retains a 
b, Right detending Himdelt a iaſForce, and cannot rtans: 
bk. ker; chas; Right the. Commonwealth,- when he conſents 
WT to that: Lynion\ whereby, a.Commonwealth is made; and 

in caſe a great many Men together haye already reſiſted 
the Commonwealth, for. which every one of them ex- 
pecteth Death, they have liberty then to joyn. together 
to alliff-angd{adgjend ions another. ' Their bearing of Arms 
ſubſequent to: the firſt boeach-of their-Dury,” though it" 
be to maintain what they! have! done, 'is no new unjuſt 
At; and. if jt: be-only:to defend: their Perfors, is not 
uyuſt..a, all, $3 * d\3'\ wh 12G ory ee cy "4 
31 449 cov ThexPourreenthyt 0H HE 


An Oath fuperaddsino: Obligation to Patt, and a Patt 
ebliges no farther than it is credited; and conſequently, 
K-24: Prigco,gives any -Indication-thit he does Ape bilieve 
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(us ) 
the Promiſes of Fealty and Allegiance made by any of 
his Subje&s, they are thereby freed from their Subjedti- 
on, and nora their Pats and Oaths, ma 
lawfully. rebel inſt, and: deſtroy thicir Soverdign. bh, 
8 29H cor; 407 3 


oe Cive Leviathan« id 4 | JF 
The Fiftecath. 


- | If a- People that by Oath'-4nd Duty. are.obliged. toa 

Sovereign, ſhall ſinfully diſpoſſeſs. him, and contrary: te 

their Covenants, chuſe and 'covenant' With another, rhey 

may be obliged by their later Covenants, notwithſtand- 

ing thair former. Baxter. 7. C. } 

k Js 41; JON U 7H) GOM i if 017 
The Sixteenth. 


All Oaths are unlawful, and contrary to the Word of 
God. ' Naakers. 2 | : Bonk 
v1. The 'Seventeent 1 {© 163000 309i 
ONION Wha YVOVY 2 1243-T010 1571507 ENV! 

An Oath ebligeth not in the ſenſe of the Impoſer, but 
the Takers. Sheriffs Caſe. F-effT 


The: Eighteenth. | 4 bes 
Dominion is founded in Grace; A. 


The Nineteenth. | 


.-- The Power of this. World are nga ey upon the. 
Prerogative of Jeſus. Chriſt ; and-it.is the Duty of God'p 
People to deſtroy them, in order to the ſetting Chil! 
upon his Throne. Fifth- Monarchy-men. 


D 2 The 


aid © th 

"The Presbyrerian Government is che Scamter of Chriſt's. 
Riogoomn, ro. which Kings, as well as-others,. are bound 
to ſubmirz and the King's Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, aſſerted by the Church of Ergland, is injurious: 
to Chriſt, the ſole King and Head of his Church. Alza- 
re Damaſcenum.. Apolog. Relat. Hlift, Indulg, Cartwright: 


Traners. :(] IH 
The Twenty: Firſh; 


It is not lawful for Superiors to impoſe any thing ig; 
the Worſhip: of God thar is not antecedently nectien. 


The Twenty Second. 


The duty of not offending a weak Brother, 15 incon- 
fiſtent with all Humane Authority of making Laws cone 
ecrning indifferent things. Protefiant Reconciler. 


The 'Twenty,' Third: 


Wicked Kings-and'Fyrants .ought to be put to death . 
and if the Judges and Interior Magiſtrates will not do their 
Office, the power of the Sword 'devolves to thei People ; 
#.che major part of the People refuſe ro exerciſe this. 
Power, then- the Miniſters may Excommunicate ſuch a 
King ; after- which it is lawful for any of the Subjects to 
kill him;' as' the” Paople did! dbbaliah; and Jabs Fexabel. 

_ Buchendv.. '' Knox. ' Goodman.: ''Gilby, Jeſuics.: 


3 bo ets 


F j 
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The: | 


(ep) 
The Twenty | Fourth. 


, After the Sealing of the Scripture-Canon, the People 
of, God in all Ages are ro cxpet new Revelations for: a: 
Rule of their Attions ( a:); and it is lawful for. a private 
Man, having an inward Motion from God, to- kill a. Ty- 
rant (6), (4) Quakers.and other Enthuſiaſts. ('4 » 


G oodmay. 
The Twenty Fitrh. 
The Example of Phinea is to- us inſtead of a Com- 
mand; for what God hath commanded or approved in: 
one Age, mult needs oblige in all, Goodman. Anox, Nap- 


thall. 
The Twenty Sixth. 


| King Charles the Firſt was lawfully put to death, and: 
his Murderers were the bleſſed-Inſtruments of God's'Glo-. 
ry in their Generation. Miltew. Goodwin. Owen.. 


The Twenty Seventh; 
- King Charles the Firſt made War upon his Parliament, 


and in ſuch- a Caſe the King may not only be reſiſted, 
bur he ceaſeth to-be King. Baxter. © "P 


. We Decree, Judge, and Declare all and every of theſe 
Peopofttions to be falſe, ſedicious, and impious,. and moſt 
of them to. be alfo heretical and blaſphemous, infamous 
to Chriſtian Religion, and deſtructive of all Govern- 
ment 'm Church and Srate. Pg 
We farther Decree, That the Books which contain 
the aforeſaid. Propoſitions and impious Docrines are = 
te 4 
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ted to depraye good Manners, corrupt the minds of un- 
wary Men, ſtir up. Seditions and Tumults, overthrow 
States and Kingdoms, and lead to Rebellion, Murther 
of Princes, and Atheiſm ir ſelf ; and therefore we inter- 
di&-all:Members of the Univerſity from the reading of 
the ſaid Books, under the” Penalties in the Statutes ex- 


preſt.. We alſo order the betore-recited Books to be: 


publickly. burnt: by the hand of our Marſhal, in the 
Court of our Schools. 


Likewiſe we order, that in perpetual memory hereof, 


theſe our Decrees ſhall be enter'd into the Regiſtry of 
our Conyocationz and that Copies of 'them being com- 
municated to ſeveral Colleges and Halls within this Uni- 


verſtty, they be there publickly affixt in the Libraries, 
RefeCories, or other fit Places where they may be ſeen 


and read of all. 
Laſtly, We command and ſtrictly injoyn all and fin- 
the Readers, Tutors, Catechiſts, and others to 


whom the Care and Truſt of Inſticution of Youth is com-. 
mitted, - that they diligently inſtruct and ground their : 


Scholars in that moſt neceſſary Do&rine, which in a man. 
ner is the Badge und Character, of the Church of Eug- 
land, Of ſubmitting to every Ordinance of man for the Lord, 
ſake, whether 'it be to the 'King .45 | Supreme, . or unto Qo- 
 wVernors as unto them that are ſent by him, for the puniſh- 
' ment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well. 
Teaching this Submiſſion and Obedience is to be clear, 
abſolute, and without Exception of any ſtate or order 
of Men, Alſo that they, according | to the | Apoſtles 
Precept, exhort, That jfir/ſ# of al Supplications, Prayers, 
Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made for all Men, 
for the K I NG, and thoſe that are in Authority, that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
nefty, for this is good and acceptable in the fight of GOD 


our 
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' our Saviour. And in eſpecial manner that they preſs and 

oblige them humbly to offer their moſt ardent and daily -. 

Prayers at the Throne of Grace, for , the Preſervation of 

our Sovereign Lord King CHARLES, from the ar- 

tempts of open Violence and ſecret Machinations of per- 

fidious Trayrtors ; that the.Defender of the Faith, being 

ſafe under the defence of the Moſt High, may continue His 

Reign on Earth, til] He exchange it for that of a late 

and happy Immortality. 
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